THE STANDARD, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1915. 


THINK VICTORY! 


By ALGERNON BLACKWOOD. 
(Author of “The Bxtra Day.”) 
‘Thinking is the A BC of life. Until a child 
thinks he has no real existence. He is a dear 


everything in that house is modified. What a 
man thinks, both Buddha anu Christ declared 
uncompromisingly, ie the important thing, 
and a host of writers to-day are rubbing it in 
—that what he thinks he is. The thinker is 
the real and living part of us. The act is 
merely the thought carried out, but no act 
that has not first been vividly thought has 
stuff and impetus in it. It is ail so simple, 
#2 commonplace, so scientific. There was a 


end. Thought-power will mobilised. The 


her feet, in spite of all obstacles. Had we a 
Ca’ inet, whether of three or of 23, who thought 
with undivided concentration one clear single 
command, that thought would permeate us as 
a nation, und we should think the same. The 
Teason the masses have confidence in one man 
at the War Office is because they know and feel 
that he thinks with a superb, undeflected, 
splendid concentration of energy, which 
Tesuits inevitably in vital action. They re- 
member that years ago he thought a railway 
across the desert sands, and that railway mate. 
tialised. If the thinking of the nation could 
be unified again to-day, as it was certainly 
unified in August, 1914, the power of Britain 
would witness that intensification we all desire 
but know not how to compass. Criticism there 
woud always be—it bears testimony to ow 
fife, our freedom—but there would be nc 
whimperers. 


the main street of every town in Eaplead 
“7 we 


the Sanskrit root of the verb “to think.” 
Thought assuredly is dynamic—with every 
genuine thought a degree of actual nervous 
energy is engendered in the brain, and thence 
distributed. Thought affects matter, utilises, 
moulds it. It is creative, “genuinely crea- 
tive, in the sense of bringing into existence 
things which without it would not been 
—things which ere new to the universe ;—and 
matter is the vehicle in which the thought is 
incarnate and made msnifest.” We have 
heard this before, of course, just as we have 
heard that the universe is possibly a Thought 
of the Deity rialised.. .. If this immense 
reservoir of fi&tional thought could be mobi- 
lised, concentrated, organised, it would provide 
an engine of enormous power. It would 
steady millions. Nothing could stand against 
it. It would result in acts. 

‘And there is only one thing necessary to 
think—Victory. Think all day long that Right 
is on ‘our side, and that Right must conquer. 
There would be no room then for lesser 
thoughts. It is useless to think slaughter, 
destruction, death, and to think hate or re- 
venge has merely a disintegrating effect that 
weakens energy by dissipating it. We know 
the Germans believe an inhuman spirit is 
efficacious; there is no need to think it. Such 
a thought is not constructive, but destructive 
—reacts upon the thinker, causing waste of 
energy. It is, on the lowest ground, ineffec- 
tive merely. Why do not the churches of every 
denomination proclaim a definite hour of @ 
definite day, once a week perhaps, when 
every man and woman who ean spare the time 
shall enter, sit down, concentrate the mind 
with all the intensity possible, and think 
courage, confidence, endurance, and willing 
sacrifice—Victory, in a word? The collective 
result would be enormous. It is not enough 
to implore a Deity to do this for us; we should 
do it each one for himself. After half ani hour 
of such effort. honestly, vividly made, no in- 
dividual would leave the building quite the 
same as when he enteted it. Each one would 


